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BOSTON: 

GEORGE   H.  ELLIS,  141    FRANKLIN   STREET. 

1884. 


TOWN    OFFICERS    FOR    1883. 


Town  Clerk. 
CHARLES  C.  SEWALL. 


B.   F.  SI  I  I'M  WAY. 


Selectmen. 
G.  W.  KINGSBURY. 


N.  F.  HARDING. 


HAM  LET  WIGHT. 


Assessors. 
R.  A.  BATTELLE. 


WM.  F.  GUILD. 


G.  Wr.  KINGSBURY. 


Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
A.  E.  MASON. 


A.  B.  PARKER. 


Treasurer. 
R.  A.  BATTELLE. 


Auditor. 
THOMAS  L.  BARNEY. 


Collector. 
M.  H.  JOHNSON. 


H.  F.  BULLARD. 


Constables. 
R.  W.  SHERMAN. 


SOLON  CURTIS. 


H.  F.  BULLARD. 


Fence   Viewers. 
J.  M.  HEWINS. 


R.  A.  BATTELLE. 


Board  of  Health. 
Dr.  J.  H.  RICHARDSON.         Dr.  C.  M.  FULLER.  J.  M.  HEWINS. 


J.  H.  BAKER. 


Trustees  of  School  Fund. 
HAMLET  WIGHT. 


R.  A.  BATTELLE. 


Trustees  oj  Public  Library. 
GEO.  H.  PRATT,  Term  expires  1886. 

J.  H.  RICHARDSON,         "  «       1885. 

W.  S.  TILDEN,  "  "       1885. 

CHARLES  HAMANT,        "  "       1885. 

GEORGE  R.  CHASE,         "  "       1884. 
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School  Committee. 

WM.  S.  TILDEX,  Term  expires  1886. 

J.  B.  HALE,  "           "       1884. 

\V.  F.  GUILD,  "           "       1885. 

Surveyors  of  Highways. 

CHAS.  H.  RUSSELL.  A.  B.  PARKER.  F.  S.  WIGHT. 

GEO.  W.  KINGSBURY.  H.  G.  CROSBY. 

Cemetery  Committee. 
A.  B.  PARKER.  WM.  B.  GROVER.  J.  W.  SHUMWAY. 

Sexton. 
A.  B.  PARKER. 

Field  Drivers. 
A.  C.  LOVERING.  WM.  C.  ALLEN. 

Pound  Keeper. 
GEORGE  D.  HAMANT. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    SELECTMEN. 

Fire  Engineers. 
LEWIS  H.  TURNER.        *J-  W.  SHUMWAY.  GEO.  A.  MORSE. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
THOMAS  L.  BARNEY. 

Weighers. 
THOMAS  L.  BARNEY.  JOHN  OKI),  Jr. 

Police. 
SOLON   CURTIS. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  of  Medfield  respectfully  present  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  finances  of  the  town  for  the  year  ending  Jan.  31, 
1884:  — 

APPROPRIATIONS   RAISED    BY    TAX. 

Schools, $2,400.00 

Support  of  Poor, 

Roads  and  Bridges, 

General  Expenses, 

West  Mill  Street, 

Public  Library, 


1,000.00 

1,200.00 

1,500.00 

600.00 

100.00 

.6,800.00 


Total  receipts  by  Treasurer, $15,036.69 


.PAYMENTS    BY    TREASURER. 

TEACHING*  SCHOOLS. 

Paid  Miss  E.  Bowers, 

Miss  L.  A.  Russell, 

Miss  L.  D.  Richards, 

Mrs.  M.  B.  A.  Dunn,        

Miss  E.  J.  Towle, 

E.  A.  Briggs, 

L.  A.  Dearbon,       

Mr.  C.  E.  Griffin, 

Town  of  Norfolk,        


FUEL,  CARE,  AND    SUPPLIES. 

Paid  N.  F.  Harding,  repairs  on  Centre,     . 
S.  H.  Phelps,  care  of  house,  South, 
J.  H.  Baker  &  Co.,  table,  Centre,      . 
J.  H.  Baker,  black-board,  Centre, 

Amount  carried  forward,    .     .     . 


$360.00 
189.00 
380.00 
380.00 

5o5-28 
108.00 

56.00 
145.00 

J5-97 
$2,139.25 


•49- 1 5 

20.00 

9.00 

5.00 


$83.15 
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Amount  brought  forward, $83.15 

Paid  J.  H.  Baker,  screen,  Centre, 2.50 

A.  E.  Mason,  wood,  North  School, 37-°° 

J.  B.  Hale,  books  and  supplies, 120.73 

J.  B.  Hale,  black-board,  Centre,   ..?...  10.80 
T.  L.  Barney,  stock  and  labor  on  Primary  School- 
room,          18.28 

T.  L.  Barney,  rent  of  room, 100.00 

Gould  &  Co.,  for  coal, 202.76 

C.  F.  Bruce,  cementing  cellar,       77-74 

John  Ord,  care  of  houses,  at  Centre,     ....  151.00 

M.  Brennan,  removing  ashes, 18.00 

L.  Babcock,  stock  and  labor, 3.40 

Wm.  F.  Guild,  wood,  at  South, 25.00 

James  Ord,  furniture, 3°-95 

David  Miller,  care  of  house,  North,       ....  29.25 

G.  K.  Ricker,  preparing  wood, 8.00 

Thos.  S.  Clark,  repairs,  South, 3.50 

A.  G.  Whitcomb,  school  furniture, 74.20 

.26 


Balance  to  credit  of  schools,  Feb.  1,  1883,     ....       $1,352.77 


Appropriation  by  the  Town, $2,400.00 

Income  of  State  School  Fund, 169.80 

Income  of  Town  School  Fund, 266.11 

$2,835.91 
Expended  for  schools,     .     .     .     .' 2,139.25 

Balance  to  the  credit  of  schools,  Feb.  1,  1884,  .     .     .  $696.66 


HIGHWAY    SURVEYORS. 

Paid  H.  G.  Crosby,  N.E.  District, $219.07 

H.  G.  Crosby,  N.W.  District, 234.10 

A.  B.  Parker,  East  Middle, 210.06 

G.  W.  Kingsbury,  S.W.  District, 205.00 

C.  H.  Russell,  West  Middle, 206.09 

F.  S.  Wight,  S.E.  District, 206.55 

$1,280.87 
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ROADS   AND    BRIDGES. 

Paid    N.   F.   Harding,   repairing  bridge   on    Foundry 

Street $6.44 

N.   F.   Harding,    setting    railing   on    West    Mill 

Street, 62.12 

Selectmen,  repairs  of  bridge  on  Winter  Street,  .  53-°° 

$121.56 

CLEARING    ROADS   OF   SNOW. 

Paid  G.  W.  Kingsbury, $3.00 

A.  B.  Parker, 3°-S° 

H.  G.  Crosby, 8.25 

Hamlet  Wight,        3.65 

#45-4o 

NEW    STREETS. 

Paid  C.   H.   Russell,  balance  for  grading  West  Mill 

Street, $650.00 

INTEREST. 

Paid  Trustees  of  School  Fund, $96.61 

Irving  Curtis, 5.02 

$101.63 
Abatement  of  Taxes,  1882, $62.29 

TAXES. 

State  Treasurer's  corporation  tax  overpaid,    ....  $144.41 

State  tax, 1.020.00 

Medway  tax, 5.22 

Walpole  tax, 1.23 

$1,170.86 

PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

Trustees  as  per  vote  of  Town, $380.45 

AID   TO   INDIGENT   SOLDIERS. 
E.  G.  Babcock $80.00 
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STATE    AID. 

Paid  C.  D.  Strang,  ■ S8.00 

Mary  A.  Howard, 48.00 

Mary  A.  Kingsbury, 48.00 

Wm.  Walsh  and  wife, 40.00 

$  1 44.00 

SUPPORT   OF   POOR. 

At  Almshouse,        $1,841.42 

Out  of  Almshouse, 920.42 

FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

Paid  Chas.  F.  Bruce,  repairs  at  Clemer's  well,    .     .     .  55.75 

\Y.  H.  Bingham,  18  men,  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,  I2I-35 

B.  F.  Crehore,  29  men,  Engine  Company,       .     .  203.00 

B.  F.  Crehore,  13  men,  39  months, 37-92 

L.  M.  Richards,  wood, 1.00 

F.  E.  Mason,  services  as  engineer, 12.00 

A.  B.  Parker,  services  as  engineer, 12.00 

J.  \Y.  Shumway,  services  as  engineer,    ....  12.00 

H.  G.  Crosby,  use  of  horses, 32.00 

G.  YV.  Gamble,  steward  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,  10.00 
E.  T.  Everett,  care  of  engine  room,        ....  5.20 

G.  H.  Bullard,  as  engine  man, 1.17 

L.  H.  Turner,  spittoons  and  supplies,    ....  I1-°3 

J.  A.  Fitts,  supplies, 3.97 

J.  H.  Baker  &  Co.,  pole  for  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,  2.25 

"             "             seat  and  pole  strap  engine,      .  6.00 

A.  M.  Granger,  fire  extinguisher, 45 .00 

"             "         6  boxes  chemicals,         ....  21.00 

"             "         Champion  Bottle, .25 

David  Cutter,  care  of  engine,        9.95 

Hunneman  &  Co.,  suction  hose  and  repairs,        .  68.50 

E.  P.  Gilley,  watching  fires, 5.00 

E.  A.  Hines,         "           " 1.50 

E.  Bullard,  services  as  fireman, 3.50 

A.  M.  Granger,  for  altering   extinguishers  and 

supplies, 5°-7° 

E.  B.  Codding,  sen-ices  as  fireman,        ....  4.66 

I     ^6.70 
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rowN   HOUSE. 

Paid  Gould  &  Co.,  for  coal, $40.60 

E.  T.  Everett,  care  of  house, 66.12 

Lambert  cV  Co.,  glass, 2.90 

H.  F.  Bullard,  repairs  and  lock, 1.30 

J.  A.  Fitts,  supplies, l5-1Q 

Win  Ryan,  repairs, .50 

\.  F.  Harding,  repairs  of  steps, 20.17 

L.  Babcock,  stock  and  labor, 46.89 

James  Ord,  shades, .60 

French  &  Co.,  repairs  on  roof, 6.00 

L.  H.  Turner,  repairs  on  furnace, 2.85 

N.  F.  Harding,  building   closet    in    Hook    and 

Ladder  room, 34-44 

C.  H.  Russell,  barrel  oil, 7.92 

$245-39 

N.  F.  Harding,  book-case  and  railing  in  library,  55-87 

$301.26 

TOWN    OFFICERS. 

Paid  T-  B.  Hale,  services  as  School  Committee  for  1882,  $30.00 

Wm.  S.  Tilden,    "            "              "            "      "  20.00 

Solon  Curtis,  night  watch, 481.50 

H.  F.  Bullard,  as  Constable, 14.00 

G.  R.  Keyes,  as  Constable, 2.00 

Isaac  Fiske,  Treasurer,  1882, 50.00 

M.  H.  Johnson,  Collector,  1882, 13.57 

M.  H.  Johnson,  Collector,  1883,  in  part,    .     .     .  50.00 

Hamlet  Wight,  Assessor,  1883,     ■ 30.00 

W.  F.  Guild,  Assessor,  1883, 30.00 

R.  A.  Battelle,  Assessor,  1883, 30.00 

R.  A.  Battelle,  Treasurer,  1883, 50.00 

C.  C.  Sewall,  Town  Clerk,  1883, 35.00 

G.  W.  Kingsbury,  Selectman,  1883, 50.00 

G.  W.  Kingsbury,  Overseer  of  Poor,  1883,     .     .  30.00 

A.  E.  Mason,  Overseer  of  Poor,  1883,  ....  25.00 

B.  F.  Shumway,  Selectman,  1883, 100.00 

N.  F.  Harding,  Selectman,  1883, 30.00 

T.  L.  Barney,  Auditor,  1882, 5.00 

$1,076.07 
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INCIDENTALS. 

Paid  Record  Book, Si. 67 

J.  B.  Hale,  writing  lease, 1.00 

J.  B.  Hale,  procuring  teacher,  etc., 8.82 

J.  B.  Hale,  making  list  of  scholars, 2.00 

E.  T.  Everett,  lighting  lamps, 6.75 

Freight  on  scraper  and  desk, 8.43 

N.  F.  Harding,  guide-boards, 1.78 

Johnson  &  Brothers,  lamp  wicking, .60 

M.  Brennan,  cleaning  vaults, 4.00 

Wm.  Ryan,  grate  for  culvert, 6.50 

Wm.  Ryan,  irons  for  scraper, 1.45 

Moses  Ellis,  Post  G.  A.  R., 50.00 

Geo.  Battelle,  67  posts  for  railing, !°-°5 

A.  E.  Mason,  69  posts  for  railing, 13-80 

Union  Lumber  Co.,  lumber  for  railing, ....  79.88 

Union  Lumber  Co.,  lumber  for  bridges,      .     .     .  59-77 

S.  J.  Spear,  for  printing, 5.50 

J.  A.  Fitts,  collector's  book, 1.15 

J.  H.  Baker  &  Co.,  repairing  scraper,    ....  3.35 

Geo.  H.  Ellis,  order-book, 5.00 

Cash  for  sealing  weights, 7.75 

C.  T.  Frost,  for  building  drain, 688.90 

John  Schools,  setting  posts, 15.20 

L.  Babcock,  painting  guide-boards, 3.25 

S.  J.  Spear,  printing  voting-lists, 5.75 

Whitman  &  Breck,  surveying, 25.00 

Selectmen,  for  expenses  on  same, 10.00 

H.  F.  Bullard,  guide-board,  etc., 1.50 

Wm.  Ryan,  iron-work, 6.75 

G.  W.  Kingsbury,  postage,  etc., 3.25 

T.  L.  Barney,  stationery, 2.30 

L.  H.  Turner,  repairing  pump, 1.50 

C.  H.  Russell,  plank  for  bridge, 17.82 

Wm.  E.  Johnson,  road  scraper, 1 49.35 

Geo.  H.  Ellis,  printing  reports, 32.00 

Moses  Bullard,  heirs  of,  land  damage,  188 1,  .     .  162.00 

Fiske  &  Coleman,  for  drain-pipe, n.  14 

C.  H.  Russell,  digging  post-holes, 20.00 

Amount  carried  forward, $1,434.96 


IO 

Amount  brought  forward, $1,434.96 

Paid  J.  B.  Hale,  insurance  on  weights  and  measures,  2.00 

G.  W.  Kingsbury,  removing  paupers,     ....  4.75 
C.  C.   Sewall,  recording  births,  marriages,  and 

deaths, i4-25 

Record  book  and  attendance  at  Dover,      ...  5.60 

$1,461.56 

RESOURCES. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Feb.  1,  1884,  less  legacy  of  Geo. 
Cummings,  $1,000;  of  Mary  T.  Derby,  $100;  of 

Geo.  M.  Smith,  $100, —  held  in  trust,      ....  $1,576.69 

From  taxes  of  1883, 1,292.87 

On  account  of  State  Aid  to  Jan.  1,  1884, 140.00 

On  account  of  Military  Aid  to  Jan.  1,  1884,  ....  40.00 

$3,049.56 

LIABILITIES. 

Notes  due  Trustees  of  School  Fund, $1,685.20 

Due  Public  Library, 44-25 

$1,729.45 
Resources  exceed  liabilities, $1,320.11 

New  guide-boards  have  been  put  up,  or  old  ones  been  repaired, 
where  necessary,  in  all  places  where  it  has  been  usual  to  maintain 
them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


B.  F.   SHUMWAY,      )  Selectmen 
G.  W.  KINGSBURY, 
N.  F.  HARDING, 


,  J        of 

)  Medfield 


I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  above  accounts,  and 
the  vouchers  therefor,  and  find  the  same  correct. 

T.  L.  BARNEY, 

Auditor  of  Accounts. 
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COLLECTOR'S  REPORT. 


M.  H.  Johnson,  Collector  for  1882  and  1883,  in  account  with 
Town  of  Medfield. 


Dr. 

Cr. 

1882. 
To  Uncollected  Tax,  Feb.  1, 
Addition  to  commitment, 
Interest  collected  in  full, 

1883, 

.  $1,332-01 
39- 10 
25.44 

$i,39°-55 

1882. 
By  Cash  paid  Treasurer,     .     .     . 

1883. 
By  Cash  paid  Treasurer,     .     .     . 
Cash  paid  County  Treasurer, 
Uncollected  Tax,  Feb.  1,  1884, 

M.  H.  Johnson 

-  $i,39S-55 

$i,396.55 

1883. 
To  commitment  for  1883,    . 

•  $8,777-95 

.  $6,700.00 

785.08 

.     1,292.87 

$8,777-95 

$8,777-95 

Medfield,  Feb.  1,  1884. 

Collector. 

I  have  examined  the  above  accounts  of  the  Collector,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct. 

T.  L.  BARNEY,  Auditor. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


We  respectfully  present  the  following  report  of   the  condition 
of  this  department :  — 

Amount  of  appraisal  Feb.  i,  1883, $2,424.37 

Amount  of  appraisal  Feb.  1,  1884, 2,509.87 

Gain,        $85.50 

CASH    PAYMENTS    BY   THE   TREASURER. 

Paid  F.  D.  Hamant  for  cow  and  bull, $83.00 

Gould  &  Co.,  for  grain, 158.95 

"                flour, 42-75 

"                 coal, 38.72 

"                plaster  fertilizer,  and  scraps,     .  28.32 

Johnson  &  Brothers,  groceries, 11.36 

D.  D.  Curtis,  for  grinding  corn, 1.40 

L.  M.  Richards,  for  coal, 4.40 

Overseers,  for  repairing  cart, 4.70 

"            box  of  soap, 4.50 

"            crackers,        3.25 

W.  A.  Cleavland,  cutting  wood, 34-5° 

A.  B.  Parker,  for  manure, 39-95 

J.  M.  Dix,  for  fish, .72 

E.  W.  Kingsbury,  stock  and  labor, 2I-95 

W.  W.  Wheelock,  for  salary  in  full  to  April  1,1883,  162.00 

G.  D.  Everett,  for  grain, 95.27 

G.  D.  Everett,  for  scraps, 5.50 

G.  D.  Everett,  for  grass  seed,       6.50 

G.  S.  Hosley,  service  of  bull,  1882, 4.60 

M.  B.  H.  Bishop,  2  shoats,       16.00 

M.  B.  H.  Bishop,  4  pigs, 20.00 

Overseers,  for  bbl.  soap, 3.00 

T.  L.  Wood,  for  cloth, 9.02 

I.  M.  Johnson,  bread, 12.88 

Amoimt  carried  forward, $813.24 
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Amount  brought  forward, $813.24 

Paid  E.  Fuller,  repairs, 3.25 

E.  A.  Rhodes,  fish  and  oysters, 20.49 

J.  A.  Fitts,  groceries,       147.07 

•    A.  A.  Kingsbury,  grinding  corn, I2-37 

E,  Bullard,  meat, 104.93 

Overseers,  for  crackers, 3.40 

"              butter, 11.96 

"              lumber, 16.38 

"              ice  tongs, 1.25 

"              seed  potatoes  and  grass-seed,       .  9.52 

R.  Hiatt,  rent  of  pasture, 23.00 

Overseers,  clothing  for  paupers, 7.75 

E.  E.  Newell,  meat, 43-57 

apples, 3.25 

vegetables, 5.43 

T.  L.  Barney,  groceries,       92.10 

G.  W.  Kingsbury,  butchering  hogs, 2.50 

G.  M.  Hanks,  groceries, 11. 19 

G.  M.  Hanks,  medicines, 6.50 

H.  P.  Taber,  use  of  spreader, 2.25 

L.  H.  Turner,  repairs, 6.50 

H.  W.  Wight,  ice, 2.00 

H.  W.  Wight,  cutting  ice, 7.00 

Overseers,    for     bedding,     blankets,     sheeting, 

dishes,  spoons,  etc., 25.44 

A.  B.  Tisdale,  for  butter, 26.48 

Win.  Ryan,  blacksmithing, 32.60 

W.  W.  Wheelock,  on  salary, 400.00 

$1,841.42 
CASH    BY   THE   TREASURER. 

From  Overseers,  for  milk, $802.68 

pork, 65.80 

"             "        calves, 9.00 

"             "        services  of  bull, 2.50 

wood,        8.75 


$888.73 

Total  payments  by  the  Treasurer, $1,841.42 

Due  W.  W.  Wheelock  to  Feb.  1,  1884, 100.00 

$1,941.42 
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Total  receipts  by  the  Treasurer, 
Providing  for  107  tramps,    .     . 
Gain  on  appraisal,      .... 


BILLS    DUE    FEB.    1,    1! 


For  milk,  .  .  . 
meadow  hay,  . 
service  of  bull, 
calf,   .... 


$888.73 
21.40 
85-5o 

$995-63 


$100.16 
6.41 

5.00 

'•75 
$ii3-32 


Payments  exceed  receipts,        S945.79 

Paupers  in  the  Almshouse, 4 

Silas  Allen,  89  years.  Herbert  A.  Kingsbury,  39  years. 

Mrs.  Emily  Childs,  S^  y'rs,  9  mos.    Arthur  Bailey,  29  years. 

Average  number  of  Paupers,  3§. 
Average  cost  per  week,  $4.36^. 

Support  of  Poor  out  of  Almshouse  :  — 

Paid  D.  P.  Bird,  for  goods  furnished  Clarence  Kings- 
bury,      S43.21 

Charles    Fogg,    for    goods    furnished    Clarence 

Kingsbury, 8.00 

Mrs.  G.  K.  Ricker, 147.20 

City  of  Boston,  board  of  Emily  Childs,      .     .     .  77.15 

City  of  Cambridge,  aid  to  Matilda  Perry,   .     .     .  54.75 

Aid  to  Mrs.  H.  Hunt, 10.00 

Worcester  Hospital,  Susan  Builard,        ....  185.20 

Taunton  Hospital,  board  of  S.  L.  Woods,       .     .  192.25 

Taunton  Hospital,  board  of  J.  E.  Builard,       .     .  109.19 

Taunton  Hospital,  board  of  Mrs.  M.  Ricker,       .  93-47 

S920.42 


G.  W.  KINGSBURY,  \  Overseers 
A.  E.  MASON,  of 

A.  B.  PARKER,  )  the  Poor. 

Examined  and  found  correct  as  presented  above. 

T.  L.  BARNEY,  Auditor. 


REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 


Cash  in  hands  of  committee,  February,  1883,     .     .     .  $25-37 

Cash  received  for  lots  sold, 159-00 

Cash  received  for  grass  sold, 3.00 

$187.37 

Paid  A.  B.  Parker,  labor, $15.75 

Paid  M.  Brennan,  labor, 11.00 

In  hands  of  committee,  Feb.  1,  1884, 160.62 

$187.37 


A.  B.  PARKER, 

J.  W.  SHUMWAY,  f     Cemetery 

W.  B.  GROVER, 


Committee, 


REPORT  OF  ENGINEERS. 


EXPENSES. 

Paid  L.  B.  Turner,  for  sundries,        $5*43 

C.  A.  Hines,  for  watching  fires, 1.50 

A.  M.  Granger,  for  altering  two  Champion  extin- 
guishers,        5°-7° 

Hunneman  &  Co.,  for  one  new  suction  hose  and 

repairing  old  suction, 68.50 

E.  P.  Gilley,  for  watching  fire, 5.00 

Edmund  Bullard,  for  services  in  H.  <Sc  L.  Co.,     .  3.50 

L.  H.  Turner,  for  eight  cuspidors, 5.60 

Elmer  B.  Codding,  for  services  in  H.  &  L.  Co.,  4.66 

Total,       $144.89 

Cash  received  from  R.  A.  Battelle,  Treasurer,    .     .     .  $144.89 

FIRES. 

March  18,  alarm  given  at  12.30  A.M.,  dwelling-house  and  barn 
on  South  Main  Street,  owned  or  formerly  owned  by  John  Crehore. 

May  13,  alarm  given  at  12.30  P.M.,  on  woodland  of  John  Y. 
Thurston. 

July  21,  alarm  given  at  8  P.M.,  out  of  town. 

July  23,  alarm  given  at  10.30  A.M.,  on  woodland  of  Samuel  Ellis. 

Aug.  15,  alarm  given  at  10  P.M.,  woodshed  of  Conrad  Weiker. 

Aug.  30,  alarm  given  at  2.45  P.M.,  dwelling-house  of  John  Tobin. 

OFFICERS   OF   MEDFIELD   No.  1. 

Foreman. 

Pascal  C.  Grover. 

First  Assistant.  Second  Assistant. 

T.  F.  Barney.  Wm.  H.  Bullard. 

Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Benj.  F.  Crehore. 

Steward. 
D.  W.  Cutter. 

Total  number  of  members, 32 
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OFFICERS   OF    EXCELSIOR    HOOK  AND   LADDER,   No.  i. 

Foreman. 

Ellery  Franks. 

First  Assistant.  Second  Assistant. 

Will  F.  Harding.  Chas.  L.  Coolidge. 

Clerk. 

Walter  S.  Bingham. 

Treasurer. 

Geo.  E.  Pettis. 

Steward. 
Geo.  W.  Gambell. 

Total  number  of  members, 18 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  :  — 

In  closing  our  report,  we  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  in  our  opin- 
ion the  present  quarters  for  the  storage  of  the  fire  apparatus  is 
decidedly  bad  as  regards  the  preservation  of  much  of  the  property 
stored  there.  The  rooms  are  very  damp,  and  should  be  opened 
frequently  when  the  weather  is  favorable.  As  it  would  not  be 
policy  to  leave  the  rooms  open  without  a  guard,  we  recommend 
iron  grate  doors  placed  at  both  of  these  rooms.  The  roll-call  of 
your  firemen  is  comprised  of  the  first-class  citizens  of  this  good 
old  town.     Give  them  reasonable  facilities. 

L.  H.  TURNER,  \ 

J.  W.  SHUMWAY,        (  E?igineers. 

GEORGE  A.  MORSE,  ) 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Library  is,  in  our  opinion,  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and 
fairly  meeting  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  established.  Early  in 
the  present  year,  more  shelf  room  was  necessary.  The  needed 
space  was  obtained  at  small  cost,  and  in  a  manner  which  improved 
the  appearance  of  the  room.  Before  long,  yet  more  space  will  be 
necessary ;  and,  at  a  day  not  distant,  an  additional  room  will  be 
needed  to  accommodate  the  growing  family  of  books.  When  this 
room  shall  have  been  secured,  it  will  then  be  possible,  and  in  our 
judgment  advisable,  to  open  a  reading-room  in  the  new  quarters. 
The  only  considerable  item  of  additional  expense  would  be  in  the 
purchase  of  periodical  literature. 

Few  towns,  even  though  considerably  larger  than  Medfield, 
have  as  good  a  library  as  we  ;  but  many  with  an  inferior  collec- 
tion of  books  possess  an  attractive  reading-room,  affording  pleas- 
ant and  profitable  entertainment  that  is  generally  appreciated. 

Our  policy  in  the  selection  of  books  has  not  changed  during  the 
year  that  has  passed.  That  policy  has  been  conservative  ;  and  yet 
we  have  endeavored  to  hold  in  view  the  fact  that  all  have  rights 
in  the  Library,  and  that  within  proper  limits  all  tastes  should 
be  consulted.  Mental  food  must  be  palatable,  or  it  will  not  be 
devoured.      Fortunate  it  is  if  the   appetite  be  cultivated  aright. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  add  a  complete  set  of  Harper's 
Magazine  to  the  Library.  Some  of  the  numbers  issued  during  the 
last  war  are  already  scarce  and  hard  to  obtain.  This  magazine  is 
especially  desirable,  as  the  volumes  already  in  the  Library  are 
frequently  read,  and  because  a  department  of  this  monthly  has 
always  been  so  conducted  as  to  furnish  a  brief  but  valuable 
history  of  the  time. 

The  Library  has  been  indebted  during  the  past  year  to  Mr. 
A.  A.  Lovell  for  a  contribution  of  books,  and  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Baker, 
Jr.,  for  articles  of  historical  interest  and  value. 

By  the  financial  statement  here  exhibited,  it  appears  that  there 
remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  subject  to  the  order 
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of  the  Trustees,  a  balance  of  $136.75.  If  the  usual  appropriation 
should  be  voted  for  the  Library  for  the  ensuing  year,  we  intend  to 
use  this  balance  for  the  printing  of  a  new  catalogue  of  the  Library. 
If  such  a  catalogue  should  be  printed,  a  copy  will  be  supplied 
without  charge  to  each  family  having  the  right  to  draw  books  from 
the  Library.  In  our  opinion,  the  time  when  a  catalogue  is  de- 
manded for  the  convenience  of  those  who  consult  the  Library  has 
come.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  for  and 
expenditures  in  behalf  of  the  Library :  — 


1883. 

Receipts. 

1883. 

Pay  merits. 

Feb.  1. 

To  balance  in  the  Treasury, 

#168.93 

Oct.  2. 

Cash  paid  for  books,  .     . 

$95.99 

March. 

To  Appropriation,       .     .     . 

100.00 

Cash  paid  for  binding,     . 

22.00 

18S4. 

And  Dog  Tax,  .... 

156.60 

1884. 
Jan.  4. 

Cash  paid  for  books,  .     . 

62.46 

Feb.  i. 

Interest  on  $1,000  one  year 

Feb.  1. 

Cash  paid  Librarian,  .     . 

75.00 

and  10  months  at  5%,     . 

91.67 

Cash  paid  for  books,  .     . 

125.00 

$380.45 

$517.20 

Feb.  1. 

Balance, 

.      $136.75 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Trustees, 

GEO.  R.  CHASE. 


REGISTRAR'S  REPORT. 


REGISTRY   OF   BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  DEATHS,   1883. 

BIRTHS. 


DATE. 


Jan.  1 

Jan.  17 

Feb.  1 

Feb.  19 

Mar.  25 

April  7 

April  11 

April  15 

April  16 

May  3 

May  26 

June  29 

June  29 

Aug.  20 

Sept.  4 

Sept.  9 

Oct.  23 

Oct.  31 

Dec.  2 


B.  Elmer  Taylor. 

Chester  C.  Adams. 

Hattie  B.  Grover. 

Mar}-  E.  Tracy. 

Timothy  Hanley. 

James  H.  Meaney. 
I  Edwin  H.  Alexander. 
j  Morgianna  Cox. 
!  Flora  M.  Ricker. 

Leo  Harold  Rogers. 

Mary  J.  Tobin. 

William  C.  Sawyer. 

Willis  M.  Leeds. 

Charles  Murdock. 

Myrtiss  Inez  Thompson 

Mary  Louise  Parker. 
*Bessie  M.  Turner. 

Leroy  Weiker. 

Agnes  C.  Kennedy. 


Archibald  G.  Taylor  and  Ada  A.  Porter. 
Warren  H.  and  Elizabeth  J.  Adams. 
E.  Emmons  Grover  and  Ellen  F.  Smith. 
James  M.  Tracy  and  Man-  K.  Hanley. 
Patrick  Hanley  and  E.  C.  Hanley. 
David  Meaney  and  Mary  McMahon. 
Lewis  E.  Alexander  and  E.  L.  Harding. 
David  and  Jessie  S.  Cox. 
George  K.  Ricker  and  Emma  P.  Newell. 
J.  Edward  Rogers  and  H.  Estelle  Cole. 
Michael  Tobin  and  Anna  Doherty. 
Webber  Sawyer  and  Carrie  E.  Kendall. 
Theodore  Leeds  and  Julia  E.  Pitcher. 
Charles  Murdock  and   Hannah  E.  Webb. 
George  H.  Thompson  and  Elsie  E.  Gibson. 
Henry  M.  Parker  and  Mary  L.  Hale. 
Emory  H.  and  Lydia  A.  E.  Turner. 
Reynold  Weiker  and  Elizabeth  Manning. 
Dennis  Kennedy  and  Ellen  A.  Skelley. 


Births  in  Medfield,  total,  iS. 
*  Born  in  Lewiston,  Me. 
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MARRIAGES. 

fan.      9.     Charles  Lecrois,       )  East  Mcdwav. 

Esther  W.  Bullard,  f  Medfield. 
Jan.     11.     Clarence  A.  James,  )  St.  Albans,  Vt. 

Abby  S.  Dunn,         )  Medfield. 

Feb.    23.     Charles  A.  Murdock,  )  Medfie]d 
Hannah  E.  Webb,       J  MedfleiO. 

Mar.     8.     John  Clark,  )  Medway. 

Abby  L.  Russell,  \  Medfield. 
Mar.    16.     James  E.  Rogers,  I  Medfie]d 

llattic  E.  Cole,       ) 

April  27.     William  Cargill,        )  Medfield 

Cora  Jane  Roberts,  ]  Mednekl- 
May      1.     Irving  A.  Rainc,  )  Dover. 

B.  C.  E.  Bishoff,  S  Medfield. 
May     6.     James  Buntin,        )  Medfield 

Lydia  M.  Newell,  ]  MeclhelcL 
May    12.     Robert  E.  Getchell,  \  Medfield. 

Nellie  Murch,  )  Belmont,  Me. 

June  Dennis  E.  Kennedy,  )  Medfield. 

Ellen  A.  Skelley,        )  Foxboro'. 
June    12.     Joseph  M.  Porter,  )  Medfield. 

Ellen  M.  D.  Gay,   [  Walpole. 
Sept.     8.     Franklin  H.  Maker,  )  Medfield 

Ellen  L.  Hatch,         f  Medheld. 

Sept.    8.     Jeremiah  McCarthy,  )Mlfid 

Bridget  Davitt,  ) 

Oct.    18.     J.  Merrill  Dix,  )        dfi 

Ada  C.  Elden,  \  Mednelcl- 

Oct.  18.  Frank  II.  Taber,  }.,  .-  . , 
r-\  it  c  -4.-U  {  Medfield. 
Clara  E.  Smith,    ) 

Oct.    25.     Solomon  Robinson,    )  Webster. 
Caroline  E.  Boyden,  )  Medfield. 

Nov.     8.     Thomas  L.  Wood,  )  ,,    lfl  ,  , 
Hattie  Morang,       \  Medfield. 

Nov.   14.     James  II.  Dawson,  )  Medfield 
Abby  D.  Page,        J  Medhelcl. 

Nov-26-  SME^}"*^ 

Nov.*,     Thomas  E.^chools,  J  MedMd 

Dec-  4-  ^rcpofTah„:mpson1 MedMd- 

Total,  2i. 
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DEATHS. 


DATE. 

NAME. 

AGE. 

DISEASE. 

yrs. 
77 

mos. 
1 

10 

Jan. 

4- 

Reuben  Chenery. 

Paralysis. 

Jan. 

9- 

*Nathaniel  H.  Cheney. 

67 

11 

9 

Consumption. 

Jan. 

1 8. 

Isaac  Fiske. 

69 

2 

18 

Heart  Disease. 

Jan. 

18. 

Emma  P.  Dalton. 

32 

8 

19 

Blood  Poisoning. 

Feb. 

22. 

Frances  P.  Johnson. 

7i 

5 

10 

Paralysis. 

Mar. 

9- 

Theodore  Harding. 

73 

3 

Heart  Disease. 

Mar. 

IO. 

George  M.  Smith. 

76 

11 

21 

General  Debility. 

Mar. 

14. 

Herbert  A.  Curtis. 

26 

7 

14 

Acute  Tuberculosis. 

Mar. 

18. 

Franklin  Ellis. 

65 

9 

6 

Dropsy. 

April 

3- 

Mary  Carey. 

29 

10 

11 

Consumption. 

April 

11. 

Etta  E.  Brown. 

1 

8 

14 

Meningitis. 

April 

29. 

t William  T.  Wheelock. 

23 

8 

2 

Consumption. 

May 

4- 

JWillard  I.  Allen. 

62 

11 

7 

Consumption. 

May 

9- 

E.  Maria  Fisher. 

52 

9 

21 

Renal  Disease. 

May 

18. 

Helen  M.  Clapp. 

24 

11 

18 

Diphtheria. 

May 

22. 

Charles  0.  Stimson. 

35 

11 

29 

General  Debility. 

May 

28. 

Orinda  D.  Chenery. 

76 

9 

4 

Apoplexy. 

June 

21. 

Nancy  Guild. 

82 

9 

22 

Pneumonia. 

July 

5- 

Katy  D.  Fitzgerald. 

16 

10 

1 

Consumption. 

July 

7- 

§Herman  Ware. 

82 

3 

19 

Paralysis. 

Aug. 

«5- 

Joseph  A.  Howard. 

29 

[i 

15 

Consumption. 

Oct. 

6. 

Elizabeth  L.  Daniels. 

67 

9 

Peritonitis. 

Oct. 

22. 

Robert  Elder. 

76 

10 

24 

Apoplexy. 

Oct. 

3°- 

Melissa  Curtis. 

72 

8 

J3 

Pneumonia. 

Nov. 

18. 

Leo  Harold  Rogers. 

6 

15 

Croup. 

Nov. 

23- 

Betsy  Allen. 

76 

10 

18 

Paralysis. 

Dec. 

11. 

Sarah  B.  Johnson. 

41 

4 

10 

Heart  Disease. 

Dec. 

11. 

Elizabeth  S.  Mitchell. 

29 

7 

13 

Convulsions. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Medfield,  24. 


Between  80  and  90  years, 
Between  70  and  80  years, 
Between  60  and  70  years, 
Between  50  and  60  years, 


Between  40  and  50  years 1 

Between  30  and  40  years,    ....  2 

Between  20  and  30  years,    ....  5 

Under  20  years, 3 
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■  Died  in  Walpole.         t  Died  in  California.         %  Died  in  Milford.        §  Died  in  Dover. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  SCHOOL  FUND. 


n         a 


u  a         u 


The  subscribers  present  this,  the  yearly  report. 

Note  given  by  Town  of  Medfield, $1,610.20 

"        "      "        "      "          "            75.00 

"        "      "    W..  P.  Clark,  secured  by  mortgage,        .  1,800.00 
Sarah  A.  Chickering,  secured  by  mort- 
gage,         250.00 

Charles  Lambert,  secured  by  mortgage,  25.00 

$3,760.20 
Income  received  and  paid  over  to  Town  Treasurer,     .  $266.11 

J.  H.  BAKER,  \ 

HAMLET  WIGHT,  [  Trustees. 
R.  A.  BATTELLE,  ) 

Medfield,  Feb.  5,  1884. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


In  the  performance  of  onr  duty,  as  required  by  the  Statutes  of 
the  Commonwealth,  your  Committee  would  present  the  following 
report. 

The  school  work  of  the  year,  we  are  happy  to  say,  has  been,  on 
the  whole,  successful.  Though  the  Committee  endeavor  to  plan 
and  execute  always  with  a  view  to  the  greatest  prosperity  of  the 
schools,  yet  there  are  many  attending  circumstances  which  no  man 
can  foresee,  and  which  may  prove  to  be  adverse  in  their  operation. 
These  must  be  met  according  to  the  best  judgment  of  those  into 
whose  hands  you  have  committed  the  interests  of  the  schools. 
We  have,  during  the  year  past,  suffered,  perhaps,  less  than  usual 
from  casual  hindrances. 

We  have  been  favored  with  the  continued  services  of  several 
teachers  who  have  earned  in  the  past  a  reputation  for  skill  in 
management,  kind  and  efficient  control,  and  thoroughness  in 
instruction.  Of  those  who  have  been  appointed  during  the  year, 
we  have  been  spared  the  disappointment  and  regret  of  finding 
any  who  have  proved  themselves  incompetent  for  the  positions 
to  which  they  were  elected.  With  the  best  care  and  discrimina- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  such  a  misfortune  will  some- 
times overtake  them  ;  and  they  consider  themselves  very  fortunate 
in  being  able  to  provide  your  schools  with  so  good  a  corps  of 
teachers  as  those  now  employed. 

Very  few  changes  have  been  found  necessary  during  the  year, 
the  general  plan  of  study  adopted  some  three  years  since  being 
followed  with  such  modifications  as  the  interests  of  particular 
schools  seemed  to  demand.  The  same  text-books  have  been 
retained  in  all  branches,  with  the  exception  of  penmanship,  in 
which  we  have  found  sad  need  of  improvement. 

In  drawing,  we  have  made  a  more  general  and  systematic 
attempt  than  before,  believing  that  the  culture  of  eye  and  hand 
thus  acquired  to  be  the  nearest  approach  to  industrial  training, 
concerning  which  so  much  is  now  said,  that  can  be  considered 
feasible  in  the  present  condition  of  our  schools.  And,  to  the 
limited  extent    to  which    drawing  is  pushed,  it    is    believed    that 
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it  will  prove  no  hindrance  to  other  important  studies,  but  rather 
afford  some  diversity  of  employment  in  the  school-room,  which 
will  be  a  rest  by  change,  and  promote  the  general  vigor  of  the 
work  in  all  branches. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  s'mging;  while  we  do  not  attempt 
a  regular  course  of  instruction  in  the  elementary  principles  of 
music,  we  desire  that  the  benefits  of  song  shall  be  enjoyed  by  all 
our  schools,  and  that  some  little  corner  of  each  day  shall  be 
brightened  up  with  cheerful  singing,  and  as  far  as  possible,  in  an 
incidental  way,  that  the  minds  of  the  children  be  turned  toward 
what  is  good  and  tasteful  in  song. 

We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  citizens  again  to  the  sub- 
ject of  text-books  provided  by  the  town  for  all  the  schools.  The 
measure  has  been  urged  very  strongly  before  our  Legislature  at 
the  present  session,  making  it  obligatory  upon  towns  to  provide  all 
text-books  at  public  expense.  Many  towns  and  cities,  in  all  parts 
of  the  State,  have  already  voted  to  do  so  in  advance  of  any  statu- 
tory requirement.  Our  neighbor  across  the  river,  the  town  of 
Meclway,  has  clone  so  with  very  satisfactory  results.  All  those 
towns  and  cities  where  the  measure  is  in  operation  are  enthusi- 
astic in  commendation  of  it.  In  one  of  the  largest  towns  in  the 
State  and  one  of  the  most  careful  in  its  economy,  free  text-books 
have  been  furnished  for  some  years ;  and  the  actual  expense  of 
ordinary  wear,  together  with  such  changes  as  are  necessary,  does 
not  exceed  fifty  cents  yearly  for  each  pupil.  The  advantages  of 
the  plan  are  numerous ;  and  they  will  readily  occur  to  those  con- 
versant with  school  work,  as  well  as  to  those  families  from  which 
several  children  are  attending  school  at  the  same  time,  and  to 
whom  the  supplying  of  the  necessary  books  is  no  small  burden. 

NORTH    SCHOOL. 

This  school,  as  for  several  years  past,  has  been  under  the 
charge  of  Miss  E.  B.  Bowers,  a  teacher  of  experience  and  effi- 
ciency. A  visit  to  this  school  at  any  hour  of  the  school  week  will 
amply  repay  any  one  interested  in  the  real  progress  of  our  chil- 
dren. The  school  is  larger  than  for  a  long  time;  and  the  constant 
attendance,  as  well  as  the  respectful,  cheerful,  busy  aspect  of  the 
pupils,  tells  of  the  kind  of  influence  that  is  exerted  upon  them. 
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SOUTH    s<  IK  >OL. 

Miss  Russell  closed  her  connection  with  the  school  at  the  end 
of  the  spring  term  ;  and  the  committee  happily  secured  the  ser- 
vices of  Miss  Briggs,  who  has  had  long  experience  as  a  teacher  in 
some  of  the  best  schools  in  the  State.  Her  energy  and  tact  for 
management  soon  produced  a  salutary  change  upon  the  general 
aspect  of  the  school ;  and  it  became  apparent  during  the  first 
month  that  we  were  to  hope  for  a  successful  year,  which  hope  has 
been  strengthened  with  succeeding  months. 

This  school  is  also  larger  than  formerly,  and  calls  for  very  full 
and  careful  employment  of  the  teacher's  time,  owing  to  the  large 
number  of  classes,  particularly  in  the  winter  term,  when  the  older 
boys  attend. 

CENTRE    PRIMARY    SCHOOL. 

Mrs.  Dunn  continues  her  connection  with  this  school,  and  with 
the  same  success  that  has  marked  her  efforts  hitherto.  This 
school  is  intended  for  three  classes, —  the  first,  second,  and  third 
year  grades.  By  the  plan  heretofore  pursued  of  admitting  a  new 
class  in  the  spring,  formed  of  those  who  have  arrived  at  school 
age  during  the  preceding  six  months,  the  school,  through  a  part 
and  sometimes  through  the  whole  of  each  year,  consists  really  of 
four  classes.  As  children  in  these  lower  grades  can  do  very  little 
in  the  way  of  individual  study,  but  require  the  constant  personal 
attention  of  the  teacher,  it  appears  the  better  plan  to  enter  a  new 
class  only  at  the  commencement  of  the  school  year  in  September. 

Approved  methods  of  teaching  are  employed  in  this  depart- 
ment ;  and,  while  we  do  not  subscribe  to  all  the  notions  of 
enthusiasts  in  primary  school  work,  it  is  our  purpose  to  adopt 
such  methods  and  provide  such  appliances  as  can  fairly  be  said  to 
commend  themselves  to  intelligent  educators,  and  are  known  to 
produce  good  results  in  actual  practice. 

CENTRE    [NTERMEDIATE   SCHOOL. 

Here,  again,  we  have  the  advantage  of  employing  a  teacher 
whom  we  well  know,  and  who  is  conversant  with  the  wants  and 
capabilities  of  the  school,  having  been  in  charge  of  it  for  more 
than  three  years.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  same  good  order, 
genial   spirit,   and  steady  progress  have  characterized  the  school 
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during  the  past  year  as  during  the  whole  period  of  Miss  Richards' 
connection  with  it.  This  division  comprises  three  classes, — 
pupils  of  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  year  grades. 

UPPER   CENTRE    SCHOOL. 

In  March  last,  Mr.  Griffin,  who  had  taught  since  the  preceding 
September,  resigned  his  position,  and  engaged  in  the  study  of  law. 
The  suggestion  of  the  employment  of  a  female  principal  having 
been  often  suggested  by  friends  of  the  school,  the  committee 
secured  the  services  of  Miss  E.  J.  Towle,  who  had  taught  very 
successfully  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  but  had  been  laid  aside  for 
a  considerable  time  by  ill  health.  Being  now  ready  to  make  an 
engagement  with  us,  she  commenced  her  work  here  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  spring  term.  Her  success  was  such  that  she  was 
elected  for  the  year  commencing  last  September. 

Effort  is  made  in  this  school  to  give  the  pupils  a  somewhat 
broader  view  of  the  various  subjects  studied,  and  to  depend  less 
on  the  memorized  text-book  than  is  sometimes  done.  This  kind 
of  teaching  requires  somewhat  more  time  to  be  spent  on  the 
classes  than  would  be  the  case  under  a  narrower  style  of  teaching 
and  recitation.  While  we  are  aware  that  for  the  pupil  to  answer 
in  the  words  of  the  text-book  is  infinitely  better  than  to  have 
nothing  at  all  to  say  in  the  recitation,  and  that  it  to  a  certain 
degree  strengthens  one  in  language  to  use  the  well-chosen  sen- 
tences of  a  good  author,  still  we  welcome  any  judicious  attempt 
to^ive  our  young  people  power  to  clothe  their  ideas  in  words,  and 
to  aid  them  in  acquiring  facility  in  the  use  of  intelligible  and 
expressive  language. 

The  advanced  class  of  last  year  returned  in  the  fall  for  another 
year's  study.  By  the  regular  course  in  gradation,  a  class  came  up 
from  the  Intermediate  School,  also  several  pupils,  graduates  from 
the  North  and  South  Schools.  By  this  addition,  a  larger  number 
of  classes  were  found  in  attendance  than  had  been  contemplated 
in  the  organization  of  the  school ;  and  the  work  was  considerably 
increased.  Many  of  these  pupils  remain  but  a  short  time  longer 
in  the  public  schools ;  and,  as  they  are  at  the  age  when  a  higher 
grade  of  instruction  may  be  made  most  useful  to  them,  the  Com- 
mittee felt  desirous  of  giving  them  all  possible  opportunities  while 
they  remain  by  allowing  them  the  benefit  of  the  principal's  per- 
sonal attention  and  of  her  chosen  mode  of  instruction.     In  order 
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to  do  this,  it  became  necessary,  for  the  present  term,  to  employ 
an  assistant  at  a  moderate  compensation. 

The  appropriation  for  schools  made  last  year  proving  sufficient 
for  our  present  educational  wants,  we  ask  that  the  same  sum  be 
appropriated  for  the  coming  year. 

Whole  number  of  children  of  school  age  in  town,  as  returned 
to  the  School  Committee  by  the  Assessors,  May  i,  1883,  is  192. 
Registered  in  schools,  spring  term,  186;  fall  term,  211;  winter 
term,  194. 

SCHOOL   STATISTICS    FOR   THE    YEAR  1883-84. 
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in  Weeks. 
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per  Month.* 
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South,   .... 

12 

12 

14 
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28 

27 

26 

25 

25 

22 

O 

6 

*  Four  weeks  called  a  month. 

t  An  Assistant  employed  for  this  term,  and  compensation  covers  both  Principal  and  Assistant. 


ROLL   OF   HONOR. 
Not  Absent  or  Tardy  fo?'  Three  Terms. 

Lillie  Adams,  Cora  Crosby,  Marion  Leeds,  George  Roberts, 
Irving  Crosby. 

Not  Absent  or  Tardy  for  Two  Terms. 

John  Meany,  John  Ord,  Flossie  Bennett,  Mary  Meany,  Annie 
Morrill,  Laura  Ord,  Essie  Thompson,  Joseph  Roberts,  Mary  A. 
Babcock,  Fannie  M.  Babcock,  Mary  A.  Lambert,  Lillian  T. 
Bryant,  Arthur  V.   Phelps. 

Not  Absent  or   'Tardy  during  One   'Term. 
Bertha  Codding,  Annie  Guild,  Orra   E.  Guild,  May  A.  Hamant, 
Affie  L.  Hanks,  Edith  E.  Hewins,  Harry  Marsh,  Fred.  A.  Morrill, 
Willie   F.   Morrill,   George   E.   Payson,   Fred.   L.   Wood,  John   M. 
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Richardson,  David  Miller,  George  Allen,  Charlie  D.  Ellis,  Amos 
H.  Mason,  F.  Irving  Howe,  Heniy  A.  Ellis,  Edward  A.  Guild, 
James  McGrory,  Mary  E.  Miller,  Agnes  Lincoln,  Lilla  French, 
Gertrude  Breck,  Pearl  Brigham,  Flora  Crane,  Edith  Grover,  Mabel 
Hardy,  Agnes  Ord,  Bertha  Wiley,  Eddie  Franks,  Harry  Franks, 
Fred.  Gamble,  Robert  Hardy,  Willis  Ricker,  Willie  Richardson, 
George  Johnson,  Robert  Hardy,  Medfield  Meyers,  Warren  Blake, 
Joseph  Leeds,  Arthur  Morrill,  Mary  Babcock,  Jennie  Morrill, 
Sus'ie  West,  Willie  B.  Smith,  Willie  D.  Gilbert,  Lewis  M.  Munroe, 
George  D.  Hamant,  John  Tracy,  Edward  Lambert. 


PERCENTAGE  OF  ATTENDANCE. 

Spring  Term.     Fall  Term.      Whiter  Term, 


Centre  Primary, 
Centre  Intermediate, 
Upper  School,    .     . 
North  School,     .     . 
South  School,     .     . 


89 

93 

86 

94 

93 

90 

91 

90 

88 

89 

82 

93 

88 

92 

84 

W.  S.  ' 

OLDEN, 

For  the  Committee. 

WARRANT  FOR  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN-MEETING. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Norfolk,  ss. 

To    Hinsdale    F.    Bullard,  one   of  the  constables  of   the  town   of 
•Medfield,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Medfield, 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town 
Hall  in  said  Medfield,  on  Monday,  the  third  day  of  March  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  noon,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles :  — 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said  meeting.. 

Art.  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  3.  To  hear  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Selectmen  and  other  town 
officers,  and  act  thereon. 

Art.  4.  To  raise,  and  make  appropriations,  of  such  sums  of  money 
as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  5.  To  determine  the  mode  of  repairing  the  highways,  town 
ways,  and  bridges  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  6.  To  determine  the  mode  of  collecting  the  taxes  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Art.  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Collector  to  charge 
interest;  and,  if  so,  what  interest  upon  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after 
the  first  day  of  December  next. 

Art.  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Collector  to  use  all 
such  means  for  collecting  the  taxes  as  the  Treasurer  might,  if  appointed 
Collector. 

Art.  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  approve  of  the  list  of  jurors  prepared 
by  the  Selectmen  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
to  hire  a  keeper  of  the  Almshouse  for  the  year  1885. 

Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will,  or  will  not,  authorize  licenses  for 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  be  granted  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  make  any  appropriation  for  the 
expenses  of  next  Decoration  Day. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  make  any  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  Public  Library  for  the  ensuing  year. 
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Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  determine  the  compensation  of  the 
Fire  Department  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  up  and  relay  the  bridge  near 
the  house  of  Hamlet  Wight,  on  North  Street. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  repair  the  Town  Hall,  and  reslate 
the  roof  of  the  building. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  employ  a 
night-watch  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  widen  and  fill  out  the  road  on 
Spring  Street,  opposite  the  house  of  Edgar  Kingsbury,  or  act  an)  thing 
thereon. 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  reimburse  the  expenses  incurred  by 
Charles  Dunn  in  the  suit  against  him  by  Jeremiah  Johnston. 

Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  trust  specified  in  the  last 
Will  and  Testament  of  the  late  George  M.  Smith,  and  upon  the  terms 
thereof. 

Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  doings  of  the  Selectmen 
upon  the  petition  of  Oliver  Clifford  and  others  for  a  new  road  between 
the  residences  of  D.  L.  Garfield  and  E.  P.  Gilley,  or  act  anything 
thereon. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  an  attested 
copy  thereof  in  the  usual  place  for  posting  warrants  in  Medfield,  at  least 
ten  days  before  the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with  your 
doings  thereon,  unto  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting, 
as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eleventh  day  of  February,  A.D.  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

B.  F.  SHUMWAY,  )  Selectmen 

GEORGE  W.  KINGSBURY,  \         of 
N.  F.  HARDING,  )  Medfield. 


